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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 
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Application Papers 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CD Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) LZI Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 01 



Application/Control Number: 09/858,313 
Art Unit: 1713 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. Claims 1-5 are now pending, wherein claims 1 and 3-5 are drawn to a microfluidic 
platform and claim 2 is drawn to a method to prepare a preassembled device. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pourahmadi et 
al. (WO 99/33559). 



The present invention relates to a microfluidic platform comprising 



(i) 



a plurality of micro fluidics components 



(2) 



micro channels 



wherein the microfluidic components are fluidly connected by microchannels 

wherein each of the microfluidic components and microchannels comprises an interior surface 

which is coated with a confornal coating of parylene 



wherein the combination of microfluidic components defines a manifold which communicates to 
the ambient atmosphere through ports and vents 



(summary of claim 1) 
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Pourahmadi et al. disclose a device for separating a desired analyte from a fluid sample 
and for concentrting the analyte into a volume of fluid smaller than the original sample volume, 
the device comprising a cartridge having (a) an inlet port for introducing the sample, (b) a 
sample flow path from the inlet port, which includes at least one flow-through component for 
capturing the desired analyte from the sample, (c) an elution flow path for carrying the released 
captured analyte from the component into the elution fluid, which diverges from the sample flow 
path, wherein the flow through component comprises a microfabricated chip having chambers 
(or channels) of microstructures (channel) with high surface area for binding the desired analyte 
(claims 1-2). Pourahmadi et al. further disclose that the microstructures comprises silica on 
which a paraylene coating is applied to make the overall system more compatible with the 
reactions being earned on (page 28, lines 6-34). Pourahmadi et al. furthemore disclose that the 
cartridge is prepared by the micro fabrication techniques which include low-pressure vapor 
deposition, glass bonding, and wet chemical etching. Pourahmadi et al. also disclose that the 
cartridge can be applied for PCR amplification and detection (page 20, lines 1-5). Thus, the 
present claims are anticipated by the disclosure of Pourahmadi et al. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ling-Siu Choi whose telephone number is 571-272-1098. 

If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
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David Wu, can be reach on 571-272-1 1 14. 



Ling -Siu Choi 
June 25, 2004 



